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Thank God for Christian Mothers
I.  God used her to bring you to life in her 
II.   God used her to bring Him to live in you
 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?”  23 Jesus replied, “If anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.  24 He who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 “All this I have spoken while still with you.  26 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I.  29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 
 

Life is truly a miracle.  The entire process of how a human being comes to exist in this world is amazing.  You can see the Almighty’s hand at work through every stage.  Six weeks after conception a baby has a heartbeat, the brain and nervous system are developing and the baby is approximately one inch long.  Twelve weeks after conception, the baby is about the size of plum, has fingers and toes and fully developed eyes and begins to move within the womb.  At 20 weeks the baby is about the size of a grapefruit, 10 inches long, has hair and now moves within the womb frequently.  All the while the unborn baby is fed through the umbilical cord, a series of veins and arteries, attached to the placenta, which filters mom’s blood so that baby can receive all the necessary nutrients and oxygen from the mother.  Truly, life is a miracle.  Truly the Lord’s hand is at work.  No wonder King David praised the LORD and said, “You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made.” (Ps 139:13)     

 

Inside your mother’s womb, the Lord created you and sustained you.  That is why we thank God for the Christian mother this morning.  God used her to bring you to life in her.  I don’t know if any of you women present today are pregnant, but I do that all of you, whether you are a mom or a dad, a child or teenager, or a grandma or grandpa, you all have someone living in you.  Instead of your body feeding and sustaining a life, this individual inside of you give you life and sustains you.  Today as we study the Gospel from St. John we will thank God for Christian Mothers, God used her to bring Him to live in you.  We will see that the Father, Son and Holy Spirit live in you, why they do, how they live in you and what that means for you today.     

My mother gave me this book about a year ago, “Why a Son Needs a Mom.”  Each page contains a picture of a son with his mom and a little phrase that describes something a mother does for her son.  Here are some quotes from the book, “A son needs a mom to see that he does not become spoiled.  A son needs a mom to teach him to play fair.  A son needs a mom to teach him that embarrassment is not a reason for quitting.”  Children need mothers.  The Lord used your mother to bring you to life in her.  Your mothers have done extraordinary things for you.  They have spent hours in painful labor to bring you into this world.  Your mothers have changed an infinite number of diapers and spent an equal amount of time feeding you, dressing you, bathing you.  Your mother has been a confidante, a friend, has been there to teach you, to direct you in the right path, to listen and to give advice and wrap her arms around you tight.  As much as we would like to think that our mothers are all-powerful, they are not.  As much as we would like to think that our mothers are all-knowing, they are not.  As much as we would like to think that our mothers will always be there for us, they will not.  

 

In John’s gospel this morning, we again find Jesus and his beloved friends in the upper room on Maundy Thursday evening.  Jesus knew that his disciples would be shocked by what they would see in the next 24 hours.  He comforted his friends with these words, “In anyone loves me, he will obey my teaching.  My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.” (vs23)  Are mothers will not always be here for us.  One day, they too, will pass on to be with the Heavenly Father.  Unlike our mothers, Jesus promised to always be with his friends.  Even though he would soon ascend into heaven and take away his physical presence from his disciples.  He and the Father would make their home in the hearts of the disciples.  As the Triune God lived inside of the disciples, He would remind and comfort them of Jesus’ promises which he spoke to them while he was with them on earth. 

 

How is it possible for Jesus to dwell in you?  Your children may have asked a similar question of you, about how babies live inside a mommy’s tummy.  But the real question we must ask is not how but why?  Why did the Almighty Creator, the God of heaven and earth, choose to make his home in you?   There is not a reason he would want to.  Who would want to live in your soul or mine, one that is dirtied by sin, corrupt through and through, neglected, abused, ravaged by the devil, a soul that we fill with the trash of this world, a soul that is barren and void of anything good and right?  Paul in Romans 7:18 confesses, “I know that nothing good lives in me.”  Paul even goes so far as to say, “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins.” (Eph 2:1)  Even though by human standards we were living creatures inside our mommy’s tummy, in God’s sight we were spiritually dead.  

 

Why would Jesus promise us that he and the Father and the Spirit dwell in us if by nature we are dead and totally corrupt with sin?  In John’s first letter he explains, “This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loves us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.  We love because he first loved us.” (1John 4:10, 19)  Ask yourself, “Why does your mother love you?  You have done and said all sorts of things that cause her hair to turn grey.”  She loves you because she is your mother.  Why does God love you?  Because he is God.  “God is love.” (1John 4:8)  In his foreknowledge he knew that you would believe in him, yet he does not base his love on that.  He knew that you would do good deeds on this earth, but that’s not what he based his love on.  He loves you not because of something you did.  He loved you because he chose to love you.  The apostle Paul explains in his letter to the Ephesians, “It is by grace you have been saved.” (Eph 2:5)  His love for you, love you don’t deserve, is what caused him to dwell in you.  

 
Now you know that God loves you, you can ask, “How does he live in me?”  The miracle of human life is no longer a mystery.  Through the marvel of medicine and science life can be viewed through tiny cameras inside our bodies.  But the miracle of spiritual life and the spiritual indwelling of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit cannot be seen with these eyes or with the most powerful microscope.  The Father reveals to us how this is possible in his Word.  

 

Let’s look at an example from the New Testament.  In his second letter to the young pastor, the apostle Paul reminds Timothy how Christ came to live in him, “I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.” (2Tim 1:5)  Christ came to live in Pastor Timothy through his mother and grandmother.  Paul later on explains how this was possible.  “From infancy you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.” (2Tim 3:15)  Timothy’s mother and grandmother understood that the Holy Spirit works only through the Means of Grace; the gospel in Word and Sacrament.  And from the time he was an infant, his mother and grandmother shared the Scriptures with him. 

 

In the same way, your Christian mother brought you to the baptismal font when you were an infant, trusting the promise of Jesus that the Holy Spirit makes the dead alive through water and the Word (Titus 3:5,6).  Your Christian mother sat you on her lap in church so that you would grow up to learn to listen to the spoken Word in worship.  She trusted the promise Jesus gave in Romans 10:17, “Faith comes from hearing the message and the message is heard through the Word of Christ.”  She brought you to Sunday school while she sat in Bible class to teach you the importance of continued study in the Word of God.  At home she sat you on her lap and read a Bible story to you.  She knelt down beside you at your bed and prayed.  And now, whether you are 4, 24 or 64, she still prays for you.  She still sets the example for you by her faithful attendance in Bible Study and Worship.  Your Christian mother brought the Word of God to you so that the Holy Spirit could make his dwelling place in your heart and soul.  She brought the Word of God to you because she knew that this spiritual indwelling brings wonderful blessings and benefits.  

 

None of us are rich enough to have them, but we could all agree that there are benefits to having a full time butler or nanny.  They take care of your cleaning, meals, laundry and watch your children.  None of us have this situation, but if Bill Gates were living in your home, you would receive the financial benefits of his company just because he was living in your home.  With the Father, Son and Holy Spirit dwelling in you, you have benefits that are even greater than having a butler or billionaire.  Through this spiritual indwelling we become partakers of the life that the Son lived.  He says to us, “Because I live you also will live.”  My life is your life.  And so the Good Friday gift that he earned is yours: justification, the declaration that you are declared not guilty in his sight of all your sins.  The Easter Sunday miracle that he performed is yours: resurrection from the dead.  The Maundy Thursday sacrament that he instituted is yours: the reassurance that your sins are indeed forgiven.  The Ascension Day commission is yours: Go and make disciples of all nations.  The Ascension Day promise is yours, “I am with you always, even to the very end of the age.”  All these wonderful life-giving and live sustaining gifts are yours because he lives in your soul.  

 

This spiritual soul dweller empowers you to live a godly life, to strive to the heavenly goal, to endure the hardships, to overcome adversity and temptation, to grow and become strong.  He does this for mothers, too, and good thing.  Motherhood is not an easy job.  Especially for that wife whose husband is deployed, or that mother whose husband has gone to be with the Lord, or that mother whose husband does not share the same faith, or for that wife whose husband works long hours and isn’t always home, or for the single mom.  Jesus tells you, mothers, to not be afraid, to not be timid or anxious about anything.  Make use of the Word and Sacraments.  There you will find comfort that Christ does dwells in your soul and because he dwells in you he gives you the power to move forward, the comfort that you are not alone, the reassurance that he is with you and your children, the promise to provide and protect you.   

 

Today thank the Lord for Christian mothers.  He used her to bring life to you in her, the miracle of life.  He used her to bring Him to live in you, the miracle of spiritual life.  May the Lord always watch over and bless our mothers for Jesus’ sake.  Amen.  

 

 

